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played active roles in numerous com-
munity organizations including histor-
ical, alumni and religious organiza-
tions. 

Mrs. Stritzinger spent most of her ca-
reer teaching English and literature to 
twelfth grade students at Demopolis 
High School where she has been respon-
sible for the Advanced Placement, Hon-
ors and College-bound English classes. 
In addition, she has served as the 
Chairperson of the English Department 
at Demopolis High School for twenty 
years and of both the English Cur-
riculum Development and the English 
Textbook Committees. Early in her ca-
reer, she taught English at Uniontown 
High School and remedial reading at 
Westside School and served as Assist-
ant Director of the Alabama Consor-
tium for the Development of Higher 
Education. She has helped mold the 
minds of students as they prepared for 
college and for life. Her focus on en-
couraging and recognizing academic 
excellence extended beyond her class-
room to the numerous activities and 
organizations she helped coordinate in-
cluding founding the local chapter of 
the National Honor Society. 

Mrs. Stritzinger holds a strong belief 
in encouraging students to improve 
their reading abilities and develop 
strong writing skills. She championed 
using the Accelerated Reader Program 
and applied for her school to become an 
Alabama Reading Initiative Dem-
onstration site. She devoted countless 
hours over the years to the Alabama 
Penman Creative Writing Contest, the 
Gulf Coast Writing Conference, the 
Program to Recognize Excellence in 
High School Literary Magazines, a tu-
torial program for high school students 
and the Beta Club. Mrs. Stritzinger 
participated in a program on writing 
instruction filmed by the State Depart-
ment of Education for Alabama Public 
Television. 

Strong schools foster strong students 
and Mrs. Stritzinger worked diligently 
to improve the quality of our Alabama 
schools. She was selected as Chair-
person of the Ten Year Study for 
Demopolis High School for Southern 
Association accreditation and as 
Teachers’ Representative to the 
Demopolis Educational Foundation. 
She served as chairperson of the Grants 
Committee for the Educational Foun-
dation and coordinated a system-wide 
meeting for reading and language 
teachers on improving test scores. Mrs. 
Stritzinger represented Demopolis 
High School on the Mid-South Human-
ities Project, the University of Ala-
bama Bio-Prep Workshops and a School 
Improvement Workshop. She also 
served on an Alabama State Depart-
ment of Education Evaluation Team to 
accredit Judson College. Central to her 
effort to improve our schools was her 
twenty years as a Cooperating Teacher 
providing guidance to student teachers 
seeking classroom experience. She also 

played an active role in encouraging 
the use of technology in the classroom 
including through the use of the Inter-
net. 

Mrs. Stritzinger earned both Masters 
and Bachelors degrees in English and 
maintains affiliations with numerous 
education associations. She has been 
married to Pete Stritzinger for 36 years 
and while pursuing this busy career 
raised two daughters—Ann and Gloria. 
Mrs. Stritzinger’s commitment to 
Demopolis Schools continues a tradi-
tion begun by her mother Lucille Lewis 
who was also a long serving public 
school teacher. 

No one can begin to quantify the 
amazing impact that a teacher of Mrs. 
Stritzinger’s ability has had on her 
students and on her community. The 
success stories are myriad and many of 
Mrs. Stritzinger’s students have risen 
to become pillars of their communities. 
Often her students have been inspired 
by Mrs. Stritzinger’s teaching to pur-
sue careers as teachers or careers 
which depend upon the critical think-
ing and strong writing skills fostered 
by her classes. 

As you can tell from my description 
of her career, Mrs. Stritzinger’s in-
volvement in the Demopolis City 
School System will be hard to replace. 
Although I am sure she will stay in-
volved with the schools and the com-
munity after retirement, she has begun 
a legacy of success that is sure to be 
continued. I am confident that her 
former students and fellow teachers 
will continue to rise to the challenges 
that Mrs. Stritzinger posed to them. 

Congratulations again Mrs. 
Stritzinger on such an outstanding ca-
reer.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO REVEREND MARK 
HURLEY 

∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr. 
President, I rise today to pay tribute 
to the Reverend Mark J. Hurley, the 
former bishop of the Catholic Diocese 
of Santa Rosa, California. Bishop Hur-
ley passed away on Monday, February 
5, 2001, after undergoing surgery for an 
aneurysm. Mark Hurley was one of two 
priests born to a proud Irish Catholic 
family. His brother, Francis Hurley, is 
the Archbishop of Anchorage, Alaska. 

I had the great fortune to make the 
acquaintance of Mark Hurley several 
years ago while traveling in California. 
He was a deeply religious man, as you 
would expect, and a very learned indi-
vidual and the author of several books. 
He lectured about the tragedy of abor-
tion and wrote extensively about med-
ical and genetic research and indi-
vidual privacy. But he will be remem-
bered most of all for his extraordinary 
work as the bishop of the six-county 
North Coast diocese from 1969–1986. 

Pope Paul VI appointed Mark Hurley 
second bishop of the Santa Rosa dio-
cese in 1969. Prior to his appointment, 

he was a teacher and administrator for 
Catholic high schools in San Francisco, 
Marin and Oakland and served as vicar 
general of the Archdiocese of San Fran-
cisco. He would become Santa Rosa’s 
longest-serving bishop since the dio-
cese was created. Most importantly, 
Bishop Hurley was credited with saving 
the diocese from financial ruin. When 
he took office the diocese was over $12 
million in debt, including $7 million 
owed to parishes and other organiza-
tions within the diocese. By imposing 
strict spending limits, a building mora-
torium and other cutbacks he was able 
to orchestrate the financial recovery 
that was so desperately needed. 

After his tenure, Pope John Paul II 
rewarded Reverend Hurley’s efforts by 
transferring him to the Vatican where 
he was consular to the Sacred Con-
gregation for Catholic Education and a 
member of the Secretariat for Non-Be-
lievers. He returned to the United 
States and retired in San Francisco, 
the same city in which he was born on 
December 13, 1919. 

He was acknowledged by many as an 
intellectual and a world leader on reli-
gious matters, but it was his successful 
tenure as bishop of Santa Rosa for 
which he will be remembered most. 
Santa Rosa’s current bishop, Daniel 
Walsh, said of Mark Hurley, ‘‘I believe 
his most esteemed role and responsi-
bility was that of Bishop of Santa 
Rosa. He labored here from November 
1969 to April 1986. He made a great im-
pact on the diocese and we are all bene-
ficiaries of his ministry here.’’ 

With the death of bishop Hurley the 
Lord has lost a dutiful servant, the 
Catholic faith has lost a pillar of virtue 
and our nation has lost a loving soul 
that quietly touched and improved the 
lives of many. I know I speak for all 
my colleagues in extending our condo-
lences to his brother, Bishop Francis 
Hurley, his sister Phyllis Porter of San 
Francisco and to the rest of his family 
and friends. May he rest in peace.∑ 
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MARY HARMON WEEKS 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

∑ Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I rise to 
make a few comments to congratulate 
the Mary Harmon Weeks Elementary 
School in Kansas City, Missouri, on re-
ceiving 3rd place in the 18th ‘‘Annual 
Set a Good Example School Competi-
tion.’’ 

The ‘‘Set a Good Example Campaign’’ 
is popular with students and teachers 
alike because it motivates, recognizes 
and awards student-designed and run 
projects. It has proven to be a very suc-
cessful and inspirational method for 
pulling together business people, edu-
cators, youth counselors, parents and 
students behind the effort to eradicate 
illegal drugs, crime and violence from 
our nation’s schools. 

The students at Mary Harmon Weeks 
Elementary School successfully put to 
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